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U . S . Env ironmenta l P r o t e c t i o n Agency
Region 8
9 9 9 - 1 8 " ' S t r e e t , S u i t e 3 0 0
Denver, CO 80202-2466
Dear Mr. Peronard:
We are w r i t i n g to you about an e n v i r o n m e n t a l / c o n s e r v a t i o n concern about the rock rip rap p l a c e d on the banks of the
K o o t e n a i River on the old Raintree N u r s e r y p r o p e r t y and the work in progre s s in Rainy Creek, near Libby, Montana .
The conservation d i s t r i c t a d m i n i s t e r s the N a t u r a l S t r e a m b e d and Land Preservat ion Act, which is a s ta t e law that regu-
l a t e s a c t i v i t i e s p e r f o r m e d by private i n d i v i d u a l s in perennial streams. We have a p p r o v e d many rip rap p r o j e c t s . We
u s u a l l y recommend to a p p l i c a n t s when p l a c i n g rip rap that they p l a c e rock on the bo t t om t h i r d of the bank and leave
the so i l on the u p p e r t w o - t h i r d s to p r o m o t e the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of vege ta t ion. T h i s , we f e e l i s a conservation b e n e f i t for
f i s h h a b i t a t and the natural ae s the t i c value. We recommend that soil be p l a c e d over the rock a l o n g the K o o t e n a i River
down to the 28,000 cfs level and t h a t t h i s area be p l a n t e d wi th natural v e g e t a t i o n .
We recognize that we have no j u r i s d i c t i o n a l au thor i ty over a f e d e r a l government agency, but we s t r o n g l y encourage
you to contact a f l u v i a l g e o m o r p h o l o g i s t c on su l tan t or you could contact K i r k S u l l i v a n , h y d r o l o g i s t , N a t u r a l Re-
sources Conservation Service , (406)-296-2233, to assist you in i n c o r p o r a t i n g some bioengineering techniques in the
Rainy Creek p r o j e c t . We do not f e e l that the present s t a b i l i z a t i o n p r o p o s a l in Rainy Creek w i l l be adequa t e .
S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n L. Beebe, Chairman
L i n c o l n Conservat ion D i s t r i c t
Board of S u p e r v i s o r s
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